
The Honorable Emil Jones Jr., former Illinois Senate president, donated papers, photographs and memo-
rabilia from his 36 year-long political career to UIC. Researchers can now access the collection in Special 
Collections and University Archives at the Richard J. Daley Library. Along with its flagship Richard J. Daley 
Collection (see pp. 6-7), the Special Collections and University Archives houses rare books, manuscript 
collections and papers from other Chicago mayors, Illinois state and local office holders, judges and 
political organizations. Sen. Jones’s papers further enhance the library’s strong political collections for 
researchers from around the world with an interest in Chicago history.

UIC Chancellor Michael Amiridis and the University Library announced the gift during a reception held  
in Jones’s honor on November 28, 2016. Former Governor Patrick Quinn spoke at the celebration along 
with Jones’s son, Sen. Emil Jones III and The HistoryMakers Founder and Executive Director Julieanna 
Richardson. Emil Jones’s wife and UIC Visiting Research Associate Professor Lorrie Jones, Ph.D. attend-
ed. Alderman Edward Burke and former University of Illinois Board Trustee Frances Carroll were among 
the many notable political and civic leaders present. 

The Emil Jones Jr. Papers comprise more than 50 linear feet of documents, photographs and memorabil-
ia focused on Jones’s career in the Illinois legislature with the bulk of the materials dating between 1980 
and 2000. Among the items are photos and correspondence from his time serving as a political mentor 
to former President Barack Obama. (Story continues on p. 4)

Rich contribution to Library’s political papers collections
Emil Jones Jr. donates papers 
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The Library creates, preserves and provides  
access to knowledge and shares expertise  
to foster user success.

Mission

Richard J. Daley on the convention floor at the Democratic National Convention, 1968.

Read about the “City at a Crossroads” class, the first  
of a series of courses linked to the Richard J. Daley  
Collection, on pp. 6-7.
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We’re pleased to share with you a 
special annual report issue of our 
newsletter including examples  
of how we are advancing the 
strategic priorities identified by 
UIC’s Chancellor, Michael Amiridis. 

Our initiatives continue to expand the reach and impact of the Library 
beyond our physical collections and walls through the expertise of our 
librarians and our partnerships with individuals and organizations on 
campus and beyond.

In this issue you will read about how we are building and promoting  
our political collections – former Sen. Emil Jones Jr. donated his papers 
last year, and we have begun creating courses to encourage UIC 
students to learn history through examining manuscript material, such 
as that found in the Richard J. Daley Collection. We work closely with 
the Chicago Metro History Fair, introducing middle and high school 
students throughout the region to historical analysis through the use  
of primary resources. Back on campus, our librarians reach most  
freshmen in their English composition courses, teaching fundamental 
skills in finding, evaluating and using reliable information. Librarians 
also work with upper class majors, and graduate and professional  
students as they learn the information structures and research practic-
es of their specific disciplines. Librarians contribute as well to curric-
ular committees, as our Library of the Health Sciences faculty have 
done recently with the College of Medicine as it redesigned its entire 
medical curriculum.

The Library is committed to expanding access to its collections,  
particularly those that are unique. Information about our Chicago- 
focused manuscript collections and digital images can now be found 
through the Chicago Collections Consortium web portal (if you haven’t 
yet, check out explorechicagocollections.org). UIC also contribut-
ed content to the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). A national 
project, the DPLA increases the visibility of our digitized collections and 
enhances our reach even further.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Library expands access to the work of UIC authors through  
INDIGO, a publicly accessible repository of faculty articles and  
student theses and dissertations. The Library also manages an online 
journal publishing platform that supports faculty editors in publishing 
open access journals. Distributing the results of research openly on  
the Web increases the opportunity that work will be found and used,  
a critical outcome for the advancement of knowledge.

While this issue celebrates the accomplishments of the past year, 
the Library is in the midst of looking ahead. We launched a strategic 
planning process in January starting with a vision for the Library in 
2025. Extensive interviews with key stakeholders confirmed that the 
Library is already a valued partner in education on campus – but we 
need to do more. We need to expand our collaborations with organiza-
tions on campus and in the city to ensure history is preserved, studied 
and celebrated. We must pay greater attention to our diverse users 
tailoring our collections, resources and services to better meet their 
expectations. We must address our users’ technology needs that range 
from adequate numbers of electrical outlets to accessibility-compliant 
software to help with tools used in digital research and scholarship. 
These findings will help shape the goals of the strategic plan we will 
complete over the summer and fall.

With your support and a team of exceptional staff, we have come a long 
way in the past decade. I have no doubt that together we will succeed 
in achieving our new goals in the years ahead. Thank you for all you do.

Sincerely,

Mary M. Case
University Librarian and Dean of Libraries

3



Rich contribution to Library’s political papers collections (Continued from page 1)
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The collection also includes photos and documentation chronicling 
events such as the visit of South African anti-apartheid revolutionary 
and politician Nelson Mandela, meetings with Fidel Castro during 
a trade trip to Cuba with former Illinois Governor George Ryan and 
meetings with other dignitaries such as former President Bill Clinton. 
Private mementos of Jones’s life and family are also included.

Jones said he decided to entrust his papers to UIC because of its role 
as the only public research university in the city. He said he is honored 
that his papers will be alongside those of Mayor Richard J. Daley, who 
was instrumental in having the University built in Chicago. He hopes 
his papers help to spur more interest in UIC by the research community 
and by potential students.

In the mid-1980s, Jones was already a veteran member of the Illinois 
General Assembly when he met a group of community organizers on 
the Far South Side that included a young Barack Obama.

Jones, who would serve three decades in Springfield and rise to  
become Senate president, recalls inviting Obama and the others  
to his district office to help educate them on the world of politics.

“I wanted to show them how things actually worked,” Jones said. 
“Obama was just a pushy young man. I took a liking to him but he  
was very naïve as related to elected officials.

“One day he came by to see me and he said, ‘I enjoy this work, but I  
always wanted to be a lawyer, and I’m thinking of going to law school.’ 
He asked me what should he do,” Jones recalled. “I said, ‘I enjoy  
working with you, but if I were you, I would leave here and go on to  
law school.’”

After Obama finished law school at Harvard University, he returned and 
was elected to the state Senate, where Jones was serving as minority 
leader. Jones continued helping his protégé by throwing him difficult 
assignments to help him build his political muscles.

As a testament to Jones’s role as a mentor, his papers include a photo-
graph of him standing next to then President Obama in the Oval Office. 
Underneath the photo is a note signed by Obama that reads: “To Emil – 
I wouldn’t be in the Oval without you, my friend!”

“The Emil Jones Jr. Papers are a rich contribution to UIC’s political 
collections,” said UIC University Librarian and Dean of Libraries Mary 
M. Case. “They document the workings of state government during 
Jones’s long career in the Illinois state legislature and reveal the politi-
cal processes that put forward and enacted legislation on issues of so-
cial justice, public education, health care, revenue expansion and civil 
rights. We are pleased to add Sen. Jones’s papers to our collection.”

Collection highlights

Emil Jones Jr. donates papers 

Emil Jones Jr. reflects on his 36 year career at a reception held in his honor 
celebrating the gift of his papers to the UIC Library.



“I felt the papers would be a way for more folks to get involved with the University.  
I come from Chicago, I did a lot of things to aid and assist it in my legislative career… 
the University of Illinois at Chicago is a perfect place for them.” — Emil Jones Jr.

Emil Jones Jr. addresses reception attendees including many notable political 
and civic leaders, friends, family and UIC leadership and staff.

Thank you!

Chicago Alderman Edward M. Burke and UIC Professor Dr. Lorrie Jones, wife  
of Emil Jones Jr.

Left to right: UIC University Librarian and Dean of Libraries Mary M. Case;  
The HistoryMakers founder and Executive Director Julieanna Richardson; UIC 
Chancellor Michael Amiridis; former Sen. Emil Jones Jr.; Sen. Emil Jones III and 
former Illinois Governor Pat Quinn.

Emil Jones Jr. with UIC Chancellor Michael Amiridis and UIC Professor and 
former Chicago Alderman Dick Simpson.

Visit Special Collections 
and University Archives 
or call (312) 996-2742  
to learn more.

5library.uic.edu



Recognized as the country’s most powerful local  
politician, Richard J. Daley served six consecutive  
terms from 1955 to 1976 as Chicago’s mayor and  
chairman of Cook County’s Democratic Central  
Committee. Daley shepherded the city through  
difficult decades in which urban centers were  
challenged by job and population losses, decaying  
infrastructure, urban unrest and financial decline.  
He revitalized downtown Chicago with towering  
skyscrapers, iconic public art and new expressways.  
He also professionalized the police department and  
brought international business people and tourists  
to the city via an enlarged O’Hare airport. Daley felt  
strongly that higher education should be accessible  
to everyone and fought to bring UIC to the Near  
West Side, an ideal location because of its proximity  
to public transportation. Above all else, he regarded  
this accomplishment as his greatest legacy.

While still in office and popular with the Chicagoans 
who had re-elected him the previous year, Daley 
passed away on December 20, 1976. After the 
mayor’s death, his wife, Eleanor Daley, generously 
donated his papers to UIC. The Richard J. Daley Collection, currently 
housed in Special Collections and University Archives in the Richard J. 
Daley Library, contains papers generated and received during his time 
as mayor of Chicago and chairman of the Cook County Democratic 
Central Committee. Included are documents that passed through his 
private inner office on the 5th floor of City Hall and at the Democratic 
Party headquarters across the street. The library also holds papers and 
ephemera from Richard J. Daley’s family life, awards and commemora-
tive plaques, inscribed books from his personal library and memorabilia 
from his campaigns for political offices.

Remembering Richard J. Daley
University Library commemorates 40th anniversary of mayor’s passing —  
new course puts students on front lines of political and social issues
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Collection highlights

Students examine primary documents, including letters to the mayor written by Chicago residents,  
from the Richard J. Daley Collection. Library faculty member David Greenstein (upper right)  
encourages students to draw their own conclusions about the significance of events described  
in the documents.

His life and career are documented in 7,000 photographs that portray 
everyday as well as historic events, his relationships with political  
figures and celebrities and the dynamic City of Chicago.

On December 20, 2016, Special Collections Librarian and Instructor 
Peggy Glowacki joined the late Mayor Richard J. Daley’s son and former 
White House Chief of Staff the Honorable William M. Daley for an inter-
view hosted by Phil Ponce on Chicago Tonight marking the 40th anni-
versary of the mayor’s passing. Glowacki provided insights into some of 
the many notable items in the Daley Collection that give researchers a 
fascinating glimpse into life in Chicago during Daley’s tenure in office. 
To view the interview, visit go.library.uic.edu/rjd-40.

Photo by Peter E. Hernandez

Photo by Peter E. Hernandez



During the spring semester, Cook County Board Commissioner 
John P. Daley and former White House Chief of Staff William M.  
Daley spoke to the “City at a Crossroads” class about the tumultu-
ous political and social climate in Chicago during the 1960s and 
1970s and shared their personal experiences of the key events 
of the time as well as insights about their father, the late Mayor 
Richard J. Daley. 

The Honors College students were eager to hear the Daleys’  
perspectives on the patterns that emerge when comparing the  
societal issues of the past to today’s and had an opportunity to 
pose thought-provoking questions to the Daleys.

On the topic of his father’s legacy, William M. Daley remarked that 
he thought the late mayor “...would’ve wanted to have been remem-
bered for his work on urban issues and rebuilding Chicago, rather 
than political matters.” He concluded by saying his father ultimately 
had a positive impact and that “the City of Chicago is stronger after 
his 21 years in office.”

William M. Daley speaks to students of the “City at a Crossroads” class.

Daleys visit “City at a Crossroads”

In the spring semester, UIC introduced the first of a series of courses 
linked to the Richard J. Daley Collection ranging from single-credit 
classes for Honors College students, who represent a variety of majors, 
to seminars for alumni and community members. 

The course is an Honors College seminar entitled “City at a Crossroads: 
Local, National and Global Politics in Chicago, 1968.” Taught by Visiting 
Lecturer David Greenstein, the class gives students the opportunity 
to ask and answer their own questions about local/national/global 
connections, race and urban space, social movements and political 
campaigns. Classes take place in the Special Collections department, 
allowing students the opportunity to discover and analyze primary 
documents in a collaborative setting. Assignments and activities intro-
duce students to working with archival records, interpreting primary 
documents, developing research questions that can be addressed 
with available materials and explaining the results of their research. 
In addition to discussing issues that still face Chicago and the nation, 
students gain skills in critical thinking, interpreting evidence and  
producing effective arguments.

To learn more about the Richard J. Daley  
Collection, visit rjd.library.uic.edu.

Photo by Peter E. Hernandez

Photo courtesy of UIC News
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Guiding students along the path to success
At UIC, most first year students are required to take English 161, a 
course in which they conduct independent research and write a fully 
documented paper. Librarians play a crucial role in ensuring that 
approximately 4,000 students each year successfully complete the 
course by providing hands-on instruction in research techniques.  
Library faculty collaborate with English instructors to continually  
explore new ways to ensure that students are not only finding  
appropriate sources, but also fully comprehending and incorporating 
information in meaningful ways into their assignments. 

In addition to teaching fundamental research skills to first year 
students, librarian liaisons offer discipline-specific, individualized 
and group instruction to both upper-level undergraduate and grad-
uate students across all subjects. Many graduate students who are 
under considerable pressure to produce high-quality, comprehensive 
research or may have returned to school after many years benefit from 
liaisons’ expertise in identifying the best information sources in spe-
cific disciplines and developing effective search strategies. Librarian 
liaisons at all the Library of the Health Sciences (LHS) sites work with 
graduate students to meet individual needs from data and citation 
management techniques, to clinical information literacy to systematic 
reviews. Instruction is delivered in person, online or over the phone,  
and tailored to users’ needs. Recently, LHS liaisons have also been 
involved in creating the new UIC College of Medicine curriculum  
(see p. 14 to read more). 

Workshops conducted by library faculty in Special Collections and 
University Archives (SCUA) give students an opportunity to examine  
primary sources while developing deductive reasoning skills. In 2016, 
the department partnered with UIC faculty to provide16 instruction 
sessions to students enrolled in classes from seven different disci-
plines. SCUA offered a full-semester course in spring 2017 through 
the Honors College using the Richard J. Daley Collection (read more  
on pp. 6-7).

The University of Illinois at Chicago recently introduced its Strategic Priorities for the next five years. The priorities highlight how 
the University can leverage its strengths to shape the future by supporting its students, enhancing its reputation on a national and 
international stage, engaging Chicago and its communities and operating in new ways to foster and advance innovation. 

The University Library shares the values reflected in the Strategic Priorities and strives to develop and improve our programs and 
services to achieve campus goals. The following section describes some of the Library’s key initiatives instrumental to advancing 
the University’s Strategic Priorities which can be found at: strategicpriorities.uic.edu.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS
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Strategic initiatives

“Students are at the center of UIC’s mission and its success. Diversity, equity, opportunity, an ethic of care and a global outlook are the  
hallmarks of our University. As Chicago’s only public research university, we honor our commitment to high-quality education for all by  
preparing our students to be successful professionals, lifelong learners, active citizens and caring persons.”  - UIC Strategic Priorities, p. 6

The University Library increases students’ chances for academic success not only by providing them with high-quality resources and  
instruction, but also by fostering meaningful connections with others on campus who can provide the necessary support and tools they  
need to graduate.

Fostering student  
engagement
Most people on campus are 
aware that the Library offers 
stress-busting activities during 
finals week, but do not know 
that it also engages in other 
activities that build valuable life 
skills and help students feel at 
home at UIC all year long. 

Summer College gives incoming 
freshmen a head start on adjust-
ing to the new culture, rigorous 
studies and hectic pace they will encounter at UIC. Students can take 
preparatory placements in core classes and have a chance to meet 
new classmates before the fall semester begins. The Library’s writing 
enrichment and study-skills courses are an integral part of the Summer 
College curriculum and prepare students to meet the expectations of 
their new professors.

Navigating the 162,317 square foot Richard J. Daley Library can seem 
a like a daunting task to incoming students. Undergraduate Experience 
librarians organize a series of scavenger hunts that take place during 
orientation to help undergraduates feel comfortable exploring all the 
library has to offer.

In partnership with the Offices of Diversity and Student Development, 
the Dialogue Across Difference program, launched in 2015, offers 
students the opportunity to share knowledge that comes from lived 
experiences. A one-credit class led by Library faculty focuses on under-
standing identity, privilege, discrimination and communication across 
difference. The popular program attracts 300-400 students annually.



 

Expanding access to unique images
The Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) portal and platform brings 
together the riches of America’s libraries, archives and museums and 
makes them freely available to the world. 

In January 2016, DPLA welcomed the Illinois Digital Heritage Hub 
(IDHH), a partnership of academic and public libraries in Illinois, and 
over 58,000 of UIC’s unique digital images became discoverable at 
a nationwide level. DPLA helps libraries garner a greater benefit from 
their investment in digitization by making these materials easier to find.  
The Library not only contributes content to DPLA, but also participates 
on the IDHH Board. 

Together with the other members of the network, the IDHH helps DPLA 
draw unique connections between broad national themes in American 
history and the lived experiences of individuals and local communities. 
Learn more at dp.la.
 
Increasing faculty impact and visibility 
Open access enhances UIC faculty’s ability to make an impact with 
their work. Research results available through open access venues 
speed discovery, increase use and facilitate the flow of knowledge 
around the globe.

To encourage free and open access to scholarly information, the  
University Library provides an institutional repository and an open 
access journal publishing system. INDIGO (INtellectual property in 
DIGital form available online in an Open environment), UIC’s institution-
al repository, allows faculty to deposit scholarly materials, including 
articles, data sets, presentations and web-based publications and  
creates permanent links to their works. The Library also publishes  
seven open access journals using the Open Journal System created  
by the Public Knowledge Project. The Library invites collaboration with 
more faculty who wish to create new or move existing journals to an 
open access platform. 

The UIC Research Open Access Article Publishing (ROAAP) Fund  
provides financial support to faculty, staff and students who wish to 
make their journal articles free to all immediately upon publication but 
do not have funds to pay open access fees charged by the publisher. 
For more information, visit researchguides.uic.edu/sc.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL IMPACT AND VISIBILITY

By preserving history for future generations, participating in consortial alliances to compound its reach and providing open access to information 
for all, the Library plays a pivotal role in UIC’s efforts to maximize its national and international impact.

Bringing Chicago history to life
The UIC Library’s Special Collections and University Archives de-
partment specializes in the papers of individuals and organizations 
that define the social, political and cultural history of Chicago and its 
environs. Expert UIC archivists and librarians organize, describe and 
curate almost 28,000 linear feet (more than five miles) of these manu-
script materials so researchers can bring them to life through histories, 
biographies, books in sociology or political science, films and other 
artistic works.

An organization’s business records – meetings minutes, correspon-
dence, press clippings, photographs, films and hand-written paper 
documents – shed light on the inner-workings of its operations and 
provide a rich visual snapshot of time and place, revealing much about 
the ways that people intentionally shape history. Researchers who 
access these records might discover who the key players were and 
how they planned strategic actions such as attempts to influence 
governmental or social powers; or how relationship dynamics among 
leadership and employees may have shaped an organization’s mission 
and ultimately its lasting impact on the world.

UIC Library collections resonate strongly because they not only illus-
trate how we became who we are today, but also inspire future genera-
tions to achieve new heights of social, political and cultural progress. 

One of the Library’s premier collections, Jane Addams Hull House, 
tells the story of how Addams provided social services to Chicago’s 
immigrant communities and showcased their music, art, crafts and 
languages. In addition, the Library holds the records of the League 
of Women Voters in Illinois, Chicago and Oak Park. These records 
describe how a social movement begun in national organizations and 
their local chapters achieved legislative change with the 19th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution granting women’s suffrage.

“Making my work available through INDIGO gives anyone around  
the world the chance to read it. This includes people who would not  
otherwise have access to my work published through other outlets, 
whose subscriptions have become quite expensive. There is also the 
practical advantage of having all my publications in one spot.”

Jane Addams seated at a table in the midst of campers, Waukegan, Illinois, 
1933. Bowen Country Club collection.

– Danilo Erricolo, professor, UIC College of Engineering

“UIC is a hub of innovation with an international reputation for excellence. As a world-class university embedded in the civic fabric of a  
global city, UIC is uniquely positioned to address contemporary urban issues; to be a critical resource for leaders seeking solutions to  
complex 21st century problems; and to spur social, scientific and technological progress.”  - UIC Strategic Priorities, p. 16



Chicago Collections – One portal to library and  
museum archives 
More than ten years ago, UIC University Librarian and Dean of Libraries 
Mary M. Case envisioned creating a consortium of Chicago archives, 
museums and universities that were interested in simplifying access to 
their individual collections to reach a broad audience of people inter-
ested in learning about Chicago culture and history. Today, anyone who 
wants to know more about historically significant events like the 1968 
Democratic Convention or everyday matters of domestic life in Chica-
go can easily access the relevant collections held by leading cultural 
and educational institutions in Chicago, all in one place — the Chicago 
Collections portal at explore.chicagocollections.org/. 

Since the portal’s launch in 2015, the number of Chicago Collections 
members has increased from 12 to 29 with the recent additions of 
Center for Research Libraries, Chicago Botanic Garden, Dominican 
University, North Central College and the Lincoln Park Zoo. At the same 
time that new members join the consortium, existing members have 
continued to contribute new content. Currently, there are 5,049 ar-
chival collections and 106,775 images accessible through the portal. 
More than 94,000 new visitors from all 50 states in America and 165 
different countries have accessed the portal and searched for terms 
like “zeppelins,” “Union Station” and “Chicago Urban League,” to name 
a few.

Chicago Collections is planning a digital exhibition that will explore 
Chicago’s long tradition of social and cultural change and protest 
from the 19th to the 21st centuries. Tentatively titled “The Long Tale of 
Protest: Chicagoans Raise Their Voices,” the exhibition aims to tell the 
stories of individual Chicagoans who advocated, protested, resisted  
or lived through events that convulsed and transformed the city. 

Chicago and Community Engagement
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Chicago Metro History Fair – Teaching young historians
Over the past decade, the University Library has partnered with the  
Chicago Metro History Fair (CMHF) to cultivate area students’ interest  
in the subject, teach critical thinking skills and illuminate the present  
by uncovering the past. 

Each year, students from the Chicago area visit the Richard J. Daley  
Library for a “Research Palooza” event in conjunction with the CMHF.  
Held on February 11, 2017, this year’s event gave students from as far 
away as Lakeview Junior High in Downers Grove to city schools such as 
Lane Tech, Kenwood Academy, Westinghouse and Chicago Academy  
the opportunity to use the library’s resources to conduct research and  
receive individualized coaching from librarians on their projects. 

Special Collections and University Archives librarians taught many of  
the young scholars how to use primary resources to research a variety  
of topics related to this year’s theme, Taking a Stand in Chicago/Illinois 
History. In addition, students attended workshops in which they learned 
how to efficiently and thoroughly search newspapers and online sources. 

The University Library sponsors one of the awards presented at the  
annual History Fair ceremony.  The Daley Leadership in the Public  
Sphere Award, a $300 prize, is presented to a student whose project 
demonstrates his or her outstanding use of library resources.

One of the most frequently accessed photos available through the Chicago 
Collections portal. View looking west along Roosevelt Road, Golden Drugs. 
Chicago Area Pharmacy Photographs, Special Collections and University  
Archives, University of Illinois at Chicago Library. 

Chicago Collections – Cooperative Reference Network

ASK Chicago Collections is a virtual reference desk serving  
the world. The network of volunteers from Chicago Collections  
member organizations responds to inquiries about member  
collections and facilitates researchers’ access and use. UIC’s  
own Valerie Harris, associate professor and Special Collections 
librarian, and Annie Armstrong, associate professor and coordi-
nator of Teaching and Learning Services, are two of the reference 
librarians who field questions that cross the virtual desk. 

Need an answer? Visit ask.ChicagoCollections.org/.

“Civic and community engagement are at the heart of UIC. As a university created for and by the people of Chicago and Illinois, we have 
learned from and been transformed by the rich diversity of our surrounding communities and their people, and we embrace our mission to 
transform lives.” - UIC Strategic Priorities, p. 16

The University Library is home to renowned special collections focused on Chicago’s world-famous politicians, vibrant culture and resilient  
citizens. But the true strength of these materials lies in the hands of researchers who bring them to life. Through relationships with other  
organizations in Chicago, the Library is working to put its collections in the hands of as many researchers — of all ages — as possible.



Preserving Digital Assets: The Digital Preservation 
Network
One of the biggest challenges 
academic libraries face today 
concerns preserving the digital 
historical record. A digital asset 
such as a historical photograph 
from a library’s special col-
lections is easily accessible to 
countless people via the Inter-
net.  However, chances are that 
only one or two electronic copies of that photograph actually exist on 
a server. Without a backup in a secure location that is geographically 
distant from the original and in an archival format that will remain  
usable as technology changes, a valuable asset could be lost forever. 

Libraries are significantly increasing the size of their electronic hold-
ings as they collect more born-digital formats and digitize materials 
originally produced on paper; few universities can afford to maintain 
data storage systems large enough to safely preserve all of their 
libraries’ digital assets. The Digital Preservation Network (DPN) was 
formed so that the academic library community could work together to 
solve major preservation problems, such as purchasing bulk storage 
from suppliers or developing best practices, rather than each member 
tackling the same issue alone. 

The University Library has been a supporter of the project since 2014, 
joined the DPN as a member in 2015 and is currently active on its 
committees. So far, the Library has deposited 2.5 terabytes of data to 
the Network and plans to deposit 7.5 more terabytes by December 
2017. By preserving digital assets through DPN, the Library ensures 
they will remain available to scholars in the future. 

Learn more at dpn.org. 

Improving community health: the NExT Project
UIC’s University Library and College of Nursing (CON) in collaboration  
with Western Illinois University (WIU) have taken an entrepreneurial 
approach to improving community health. In the 2014 and 2015  
academic years, UIC and WIU received two awards totaling $30,000  
to provide free continuing education to public health nurses through-
out the state of Illinois. As a result of these grants, the Nursing Experts: 
Translating the Evidence (NExT) project* delivers free in-person and 
online workshops and resources on evidence-based practice to public  
health care professionals who would not otherwise be able to afford  
 
 

this training. Since its inception, the project has expanded to reach  
health care professionals in 36 counties in Illinois, five states across  
the U.S. and seven other countries around the world. 

Evidence-based practice is a process of problem-based learning that 
equips health care professionals to hone in on the critical information 
they need to care for patients in a clinical setting or to develop public 
health policies and programs. For example, rather than having to read  
everything that results from a search for articles on bicycle helmets, a 
public health nurse is taught to formulate a specific question related  
to the issue at hand, such as, “In children under the age of 12, does  
bicycle helmet legislation increase the use of helmets and reduce  
head injuries?”

According to a University of Michigan 2012 report, 64% of public 
health nurses agreed that “they would like more opportunities for 
training and professional development.” Recognizing this overwhelm-
ing need, LHS faculty members Carmen Howard and Emily Johnson 
teamed up with UIC CON faculty member and alumnus Dr. Krista Jones 
and WIU faculty member and UIC alumnus Dr. Patricia Eathington to 
apply for the initial grant to implement the NExT project throughout 
Illinois. Prior to this, former UIC faculty had taught  evidence-based 
practice to professionals in the Peoria area. 

In the first year, Howard, Johnson, Jones, Eathington and other UIC  
faculty members used the grant to develop the NExT curriculum and 
cover the cost of Continuing Education (CE) credits for participating 
nurses. In-person, online and teleconference versions of the class, as 
well as a resource portal, were developed to maximize potential reach. 
The NExT architects developed all of their own recordings, activities 
and presentations for the course and conducted workshops at the 
Illinois Rural Health Association, various health departments in Illinois, 
the Library of the Health Sciences-Chicago, Western Illinois University 
in Macomb and the Crawford Library of the Health Sciences-Rockford. 
During the second year of the grant, NExT expanded to reach Chicago 
Public Schools and several hospitals and health clinics in rural Illinois. 
In addition, a mobile website was developed with the assistance of the  
UIC University Library’s Digital Services team to give health care  
professionals easy access to the evidence-based practice resources 
they need when they need them most — while treating patients. 

Learn more at phnext.uic.edu.

Entrepreneurial University

Responding to the evolving needs of faculty, students and researchers is critical to University Library daily operations. The Library must provide 
multi-use physical space that promotes interdisciplinary collaboration, while also serving users who depend on the latest electronic resources 
and reliable data to conduct the cutting-edge research that will shape the discoveries of the future. In these lean economic times, the Library 
remains focused on innovative initiatives that help fulfill its mission.

“Thank you so much for this course. Not only will it help in my job, 
but also in my current RN to BSN program.” — NExT participant 

“Due to reduced state financial support and an ever-changing economic and demographic environment, UIC faces a widening disjuncture  
between contemporary demands and our institutional capacity to respond. Preparing for the future, UIC needs to adapt and change to  
become more entrepreneurial and build a sustainable infrastructure, while maintaining an acute focus on our mission.”  

- UIC Strategic Priorities, p. 20

*This project has been funded in whole or in part with federal funds from the National Library of  
Medicine, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services, under Contract  
No. HHSN-276-2011-00005C with the University of Illinois at Chicago. 



The University Library recently laid the groundwork for its 2017  
strategic planning process (currently in progress) by examining how 
current trends in academic libraries identified by the American Library 
Association’s Center for the Future of Libraries (ala.org/transform-
inglibraries/future/trends) may impact its activities through the 
year 2025. The Library created a “map of the future” by systematically 
conducting in-depth interviews focused on demographics, economics, 
education, environment, government and politics, health, society and 
technology with UIC faculty, leadership and staff and visionaries in the  
library profession.

The interviews revealed that although the Library is viewed as an 
important partner in the UIC and wider library communities, increased 
collaboration with existing and new partners must be an essential part 
of strategic plans for the future. In order to continue to add value to 
these partnerships, the Library must stay abreast of the latest trends 
and issues that impact other disciplines in higher education and in the 
local, national and international communities. Among these, a commit-
ment to work toward environmental sustainability, digital preservation 
efforts and providing facilities outfitted with the latest resources and 
technology to foster experiential learning rank among top priorities. 

But perhaps the most valuable lesson of this visioning project is how 
important it is to communicate continually with Library users and 
collaborators – listening, informing and working alongside them – in 
order to remain relevant in an ever-evolving educational environment.

Beyond the study hallUIC LIBRARY FACTS 2015/16
LIBRARY USE

 Circulations of print volumes: 191,609

 CARLI I-share borrowing (books): 23,865

 Interlibrary loan (books and articles): 14,398

 Digital/electronic circulations: 2,168,661

 Electronic journal article downloads 3,467,361

 Database searches: 7,759,051

 Reference questions /research consultations: 30,154

ANNUAL BUDGET FY2016: $18,893,517

Collections

Personnel

Services

Looking ahead to 2025

 Patron visits to libraries (all locations): 2,427,235
 Patron visits to Richard J. Daley Library: 2,204,215
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Mary M. Case, University Librarian and Dean of Libraries 
 Case, Mary. “Reality Check . . . Preservation and Scholarly  
 Communication: The Grand Challenges of our Time.”  
 Technicalities 36, no. 5  (September/October, 2016): 1, 3-6.

Maureen D. Clark, Professor | Information Services and Clinical  
Librarian 
 Shah, Reshma, Sarah Kennedy, Maureen D. Clark, Sarah C. Bauer,  
 and Alan Schwartz. “Primary Care–based Interventions to Promote  
 Positive Parenting Behaviors:  A Meta-Analysis.” Pediatrics 137, no.  
 5 (2016): e20153393.

Ian Collins, Clinical Assistant Professor | Digital Services Librarian 
 Collins, Ian. “Opinion: How Librarians Quietly Shape the Future.”  
 Zocalo Public Square, zocalopublicsquare.org/2016/09/29/ 
 librarians-quietly-shaping-future/ideas/nexus/

Sandra L. De Groote, Professor | Scholarly Communication Librarian  
 Lessick, Susan, Carol Perryman, Brooke L. Billman, Kristine M. Alpi,  
 Sandra L. De Groote, and Ted D. Babin Jr. “Research Engagement of  
 Health Sciences Librarians: A Survey of Research-Related Activities  
 and Attitudes.” Journal of the Medical Library Association: JMLA 104,  
 no. 2 (2016): 166-173.

Paula R. Dempsey, Assistant Professor | Research Services and  
Resources Head Librarian
 Dempsey, Paula R. and Heather Jagman. “‘I Felt Like such a   
 Freshman’: First-Year Students Crossing the Library Threshold.”   
 portal: Libraries and the Academy 16, no. 1 (2016): 89-107.

Abigail Goben, Assistant Professor | Information Services Librarian 
Rebecca Raszewski, Associate Professor | Information Services  
Librarian 
 Goben, Abigail and Rebecca Raszewski. “Data 101: Learning and  
 Keeping Current in Data Management Skills” in the Medical Library  
 Association Guide to Data Management for Librarians, edited by   
 Lisa Federer, 79-90. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2016. 

Rosie Hanneke, Assistant Professor | Information Services Librarian 
 Hanneke, Rosie and Kelly K. O’Brien. “Comparison of Three Web- 
 Scale Discovery Services for Health Sciences Research.” Journal of  
 the Medical Library Association: JMLA 104, no. 2 (2016): 109-117.

Estelle Hu, Assistant Professor | Health Sciences Bibliographer  
 Hu, Estelle. “Finding Alternatives when a Major Database is Gone.”  
 Journal of the Medical Library Association: JMLA 104, no. 2 (2016):  
 150-153.

Emily Johnson, Assistant Professor | Regional Health Sciences Librarian  
 Johnson, Emily, Vamsi K. Emani, and Jinma Ren. “Breadth of  
 Coverage, Ease of Use, and Quality of Mobile Point-of-Care Tool   
 Information Summaries: An Evaluation.” JMIR MHealth and UHealth  
 4, no. 4 (2016): e117.

Catherine Lantz, Assistant Professor | Reference Librarian 
Glenda M. Insua, Assistant Professor | Reference Librarian 
Anne Armstrong, Associate Professor | Coordinator of Teaching and 
Learning Services 
 Lantz, Catherine, Glenda Maria Insua, Annie R. Armstrong, and   
 Annie Pho. “Student Bibliographies: Charting Research Skills Over  
 Time.” Reference Services Review 44, no. 3 (2016): 253-265.

Deborah Lauseng, Assistant Professor | Regional Head Librarian, Peoria 
 Manojlovich, Milisa, Soohee Lee, and Deborah Lauseng. “A System- 
 atic Review of the Unintended Consequences of Clinical Interven- 
 tions to Reduce Adverse Outcomes.” Journal of Patient Safety   
 12, no. 4 (2016): 173-179.

Kevin O’Brien, Clinical Assistant Professor | Head Librarian, Access to 
Resources 
 O’Brien Kevin, Susan Sacharski, and Katherine Young. “The Archi- 
 vist and the Researcher in the History of Nursing: Building a  
 Productive Relationship.” Presentation at the American  
 Association for the History of Nursing Pre-Conference, Chicago,  
 September 22, 2016.

Robert J. Sandusky, Associate Professor | Associate University  
Librarian for Information Technology and Associate Dean  
 Sandusky, Robert J. “Computational Provenance in DataONE: Impli- 
 cations for Cultural Heritage Institutions.” IEEE International Confer- 
 ence on Big Data, Washington, DC, December 8, 2016. 

Stephen Wiberley, Professor | Bibliographer for the Social Sciences  
 Wiberley Jr, Stephen E. “Humanities and Social Sciences Books  
 of Ten National Disciplinary Associations, 2000–2009.” portal:   
 Libraries and the Academy 16, no. 2 (2016): 393-415.

Sonia Yaco, Assistant Professor | Director of Social Justice Projects  
and Research  
 Yaco, Sonia, Arkalgud Ramaprasad, and Saleha Rizvi. “Envisioning  
 the Semiotics of Cultural Heritage Artifacts.” International Confer - 
 ence on Culture & Computer Science, Namibia, (October 2016).

Megan E. Keller Young 
 Keller Young, Megan. “More Product More Process: The CME Group  
 Collections.” Presentation at the Midwest Archives Conference   
 Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, April 30, 2016.

UIC is Chicago’s only public research university and a leader in solving real-world problems in urban education, urban planning and public affairs, 
computer science, public health and public policy, pharmacy, sustainability, dentistry and bioengineering. The University Library is a key contrib-
utor to research at UIC and its faculty is one of the most productive, ranking sixth among U.S. academic library faculties in the number of articles 
published in peer-reviewed journals. Library faculty research covers a broad spectrum of subjects from research and information literacy instruc-
tion to best practices in data management to a systematic review of clinical interventions. A notable strength of the Library’s body of faculty  
research is its work on the ways in which open access to information and the availability of collections impact scholarly research across  
disciplines. Library and other UIC college faculty members collaborate on research that is critical to improving quality of care and outcomes  
in health care and leads to advances in education, humanities, the social sciences and many other fields.

Selected University Library faculty publications and presentations

Library Faculty Research 2016



The Library of the Health Sciences (LHS) is excited to be a part of  
the University of Illinois College of Medicine (COM) curricular transfor-
mation. The changes herald a new era of innovation that will have  
a profound impact on how UIC educates tomorrow’s health  
care professionals. 

As reported by COM in the spring 2016 edition of Illinois Medicine, 
beginning in the fall semester of 2017, the college will begin imple-
mentation of its new “learner-centered” curriculum at the Chicago, 
Peoria and Rockford campuses to better prepare students to hit the 
ground running as they enter residency programs. In addition, COM 
has begun the process of closing its Urbana-Champaign location as 
the new Carle-Illinois College of Medicine, an independently accred-
ited engineering-based medical school, is established. While already 
enrolled COM students will remain in Urbana-Champaign until 2022 
to finish their degrees, incoming first-year medical students will attend 
classes at the Peoria and Rockford campuses for the first time, starting 
in fall 2017. In previous years, all first-year medical students began 
their studies in either Chicago or Urbana-Champaign.

LHS has collaborated with COM faculty and leadership throughout 
development of the new curriculum and is preparing to equip first 
year medical students with critical foundational information and evi-
dence-based skills and to partner with them as they progress through 
the program over the next four years. In the meantime, the library will 
continue to educate and support the COM students who will earn their 
degrees at the Urbana-Champaign campus. 

The new curriculum, adopted by the Chicago, Peoria and Rockford 
campuses, capitalizes on faculty strengths at each of these locations 
and incorporates team-based and active learning and teaching models 
to prepare students to diagnose and treat patients. In addition, the 
curricular transformation integrates basic science and clinical prac-
tice, along with the interwoven themes of “health, illness, and society,” 
“health care systems” and “professionalism” to provide students with 
comprehensive training that will equip them to practice medicine in the 
real world. While the old curriculum was structured around a traditional 
four-year model comprised of two years of basic science and two years 
of clinical experience, the new curriculum incorporates three phases 
(pre, core and post-clerkship) and allows for an earlier introduction 
to clinical practice and more time for students to take electives and 
explore individual career paths. 

For further details on the new curriculum, see the College of Medi-
cine’s spring 2016 edition of Illinois Medicine, pages 18-24 at  
chicago.medicine.uic.edu/cms/one.aspx.

By participating with COM through the curriculum transformation  
process, the Library of the Health Sciences has gained a critical  
perspective on COM’s long-term direction, as well as invaluable  
insights about LHS users and opportunities for future collaboration 
with faculty and students. 

Library of the Health Sciences 
Partners in revolutionizing health sciences education  

University Library Newsletter | Summer 2017   14

Photo by A.J. Brown, courtesy of RATIO

Currently, the COM curriculum varies at each of the campuses as does 
the level of integrated library instruction. With the implementation of 
the new curriculum across the Chicago, Peoria and Rockford cam-
puses, initiatives such as the curriculum integrated library instruction 
within the Epidemiology and Ethics course in Peoria, if found scalable, 
could be introduced college-wide. For this course, library faculty have 
developed three online, interactive tutorials that assist students with 
searching PubMed® (a database of biomedical and life sciences 
journal literature from the U.S. National Institutes of Health’s National 
Library of Medicine), helping them find research evidence to answer 
their clinical questions. The tutorials include quizzes and an assign-
ment graded by library faculty. Student scores on the tutorials factor 
into their grades for the class.

An even deeper level of integrated library faculty instruction is known 
as “embedding.” Embedded library faculty provide instruction and 
services within the classroom over the length of the course. They are 
included in developing the course, teach and attend multiple classes, 
and provide “on call” instructional or reference services throughout 
a semester. Library faculty are currently embedded in classrooms in 
Urbana, but not at the other sites. With the changes to the curriculum 
and the influx of first year medical students to Peoria and Rockford, 
opportunities to embed library faculty will expand.

At LHS-Peoria and the Crawford Library of the Health Sciences-Rock-
ford, excitement is building for the new first-year medical students 
starting in the fall. These libraries anticipate that the increase in users 
will correspondingly increase use of library reserve collections and 
study space, generate new opportunities for library faculty to provide 
additional instruction in evidence-based practice (read more about 
evidence-based practice on p. 11) and foster existing and new partner-
ships with the College of Medicine faculty. 

In anticipation of the new first year medical students at LHS-Peoria,  
the print journal collection is being reduced to make room for addition-
al seating. This is only possible through the extensive online journal 
subscriptions available throughout the University Library. Security 
cameras are being added, and key-cards will give students, residents, 
fellows and faculty 24/7 access to the library and the Library Learning 
Lab (a 25 computer interactive instructional space). At the Crawford 
Library of the Health Sciences-Rockford, the hours the library is open 
will also increase to accommodate the new students.



Medicine, Pharmacy and Nursing liaisons
Librarian liaisons at each of the Libary of the Health Sciences sites partner with students and faculty within each of the UIC colleges in the  
health sciences and University of Illinois Hospital & Health Sciences System through course-integrated instruction, individualized research  
consultations and by acquiring and maintaining relevant library resources. Below are the liaisons who work specifically with the colleges of  
medicine, pharmacy and nursing.

Children’s Hospital, Graduate Medical Education/Residents,  
Institute for Patient Safety (IPSE), Medicine-Clinical Sciences,  
Medical Education, University of Illinois Hospital Librarian Liaison
MAUREEN CLARK (photo unavailable)
Information Services and Clinical Librarian 
Assistant Professor  
mdclark@uic.edu

Medicine-Basic Sciences, Pharmacy  
Librarian Liaison
TINA GRIFFIN
Information Services and Research  
Visiting Assistant Professor
tmcg@uic.edu

Nursing (college and hospital), Center for  
Clinical and Translational Science (CCTS)  
Librarian Liaison
REBECCA RASZEWSKI
Information Services  
Associate Professor
raszewr1@uic.edu

Medicine  
Librarian Liaison
DEBORAH LAUSENG
Regional Head Librarian, Peoria
Assistant Professor  
dlauseng@uic.edu

Medicine 
Librarian Liaison
CARMEN HOWARD
Regional Health Sciences  
Instructor 
choward4@uic.edu

Medicine  
Librarian Liaison
RYAN RAFFERTY
Regional Head Librarian, Urbana 
Assistant Professor
rraffer2@uic.edu

Nursing 
Librarian Liaison
JENNY TAYLOR
Regional Health Sciences
Instructor
emanuelj@uic.edu

Medical Biotechnology, Medicine,  
Public Health 
Librarian Liaison
FELICIA BARRETT
Regional Head Librarian, Rockford
Associate Professor
fbarrett@uic.edu

Between December 5, 2016 and February 7, 2017, 25 participants 
of the LHS Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) Online Course worked 
through content on formulating a searchable clinical question, effi-
ciently searching the literature, and critically appraising the results.  
Of the 25 participants, 18 completed the asynchronous, self-paced 
modules and related assignments to receive 21 Medical Library Asso-
ciation continuing education contact hours. This course for librarians 
and information professionals interested in learning the basics of EBP 
has been offered by UIC since 2006 and was converted to the current

Successful evidence-based practice course offered by the Library of the Health Sciences

Medicine, Nursing 
Librarian Liaison
EMILY JOHNSON
Regional Health Sciences 
Assistant Professor
emj11@uic.edu

Nursing, Pharmacy  
Librarian Liaison
CYNTHIA REYNOLDS
Regional Health Sciences
Visiting Instructor 
cmreynol@uic.edu

web-based version in 2010 under the leadership of Jo Dorsch, then  
Regional Head Librarian in Peoria. Instructors for this most recent  
cohort included: Sandy DeGroote, professor and scholarly communica-
tion librarian; Carmen Howard, instructor and regional health sciences 
liaison librarian; Emily Johnson, assistant professor and regional health 
sciences liaison librarian; Deborah Lauseng, assistant professor and 
regional head librarian, Peoria; Dr. Alan Schwartz (College of Medicine, 
Chicago) and Dr. Jordan Hupert (College of Medicine, Chicago). 

For further information, email Deborah Lauseng at dlauseng@uic.edu.
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Vive le Livre: an exhibition of the book art of Caryl Seidenberg and 
the Vixen Press was held in Special Collections and the University 
Archives in spring 2016. If you didn’t get a chance to see the exhibition 
in person, you can now visit the Library’s website to learn about the 
process of creating a work of art in book form.  Explore Seidenberg’s 
tools, typefaces, printing plates, objects, ephemera and books, as well 
as hear her thoughts about her work. Watch the video at go.library.
uic.edu/book-artist-seidenberg.

Special Collections and University Archives holds eighteen works  
of art (many of which are three dimensional) by Caryl Seidenberg.  
For more information, call (312) 996-2742.

We are grateful to the Robert R. McCormick Charitable Trust for its 
contribution to making the Caryl Seidenberg exhibit possible. Gifts to 
the UIC University Library help share the art and artifacts that enrich 
education within and beyond the classroom.

“My work is dictated by three very strong voices asking to be heard. 
The first is visual, as expressed in drawing, painting, and printmak-
ing; the second is verbal, and the third is manual. The last can best 
be described as a love of tools and materials, machinery, carpentry, 
‘surgery,’ a compelling need to put things together and take  
them apart.” — Caryl Seidenberg

Watch Vive le Livre: a video interview with book 
artist Caryl Seidenberg
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