
On August 24, 2016, the University of Illinois at Chicago’s (UIC) Library of the Health Sciences- 
Chicago (LHS-Chicago) formally opened the newly renovated state-of-the-art 23,000 square-foot 
first level of its four story building located in the heart of the medical campus.

The library now offers an open learning and information commons atmosphere to encourage inter-
disciplinary collaboration – a vital part of health care and research practices today. Outfitted with 
the latest technology, the space gives health sciences students and faculty the tools to achieve their 
educational and research objectives. 

A combination of natural and LED light contributes to the bright and airy feeling in the refurbished 
space. The open study floor plan ranges from group study and active collaboration areas to those 
well-suited to quieter, individual study. Semi-private study “cabanas” and a soundproof reading room 
separate these spaces. Soft furniture and acoustically-absorptive surfaces are distributed throughout 
to reduce noise. A visualization room with an oversized computer monitor and a monopad helps users 
bring their ideas to life. (Story continues on page 4)

New space meets needs of today’s health sciences  
students and researchers

Library of the Health Sciences- 
Chicago opening 
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The Library creates, preserves and provides  
access to knowledge and shares expertise  
to foster user success.

Mission

A photo from the newly acquired collection, Don Roth’s Blackhawk Restaurant, generously donated  
by Ann Roth.

Read more about Don Roth’s Blackhawk 
Restaurant collection on pages 6-7.

“We are thrilled to receive a collection that not only 
documents a piece of Chicago history but is also so 
fondly remembered by residents. Few people think of 
what and where we eat as historically important, but 
food figures deeply in our daily lives and in our personal 
and community identities. It is an often unrecognized 
but integral part of who we are.”

— Peggy Glowacki, Special Collections Librarian, Instructor
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The University Library has  
recognized several milestones  
in the past year. We recently 
celebrated the 10th anniversary 
of the Consortium of Academic 
and Research Libraries in Illinois 

(CARLI) through which our community has access to almost 13 million 
unique information resources from 86 institutions in the state. Through 
CARLI’s I-Share program, UIC faculty and students borrowed more 
than 22,000 items in FY2016 to support their research and learning. 
UIC also belongs to the Greater Western Library Alliance (GWLA). In our 
four years in this organization, we have participated in numerous con-
sortial licenses that have enabled us to increase access to electronic 
journals and databases that we could not afford on our own. In the past 
few years, we have also joined the Digital Preservation Network (DPN), 
an academic community-based project formed to address issues in 
the preservation of digital content. The Library will be depositing five 
terabytes of data to DPN by the end of this year. Collaboration among 
libraries through these organizations and many others is essential as 
we all work to satisfy our local user needs and solve critical challenges 
in our interconnected information environment.

The Library was fortunate to receive several new special collections 
this year. Among them are the papers of Senator Emil Jones, a long-
time Illinois state senator and president of the Senate from 2003-
2009. A special event honoring Senator Jones for this significant 
contribution was held in late November. 

We also received the papers and memorabilia from Don Roth’s  
Blackhawk Restaurant, donated by his widow and former co-owner, 
Ann Roth. A generous cash donation from Mrs. Roth has allowed us  
to expedite the processing of the collection. An article on pages 6-7  
in this newsletter describes more about this delicious slice of  
Chicago history.

In August, we celebrated the grand opening of the renovated first  
floor of the Library of the Health Sciences-Chicago (see cover story). 
This spectacular new space was made possible by funds from our  
students as well as by private donations. We are extraordinarily grateful 
to the late Dr. Olga Jonasson, whose generous endowment allowed us 
to create a state-of-the-art electronic classroom in which library  
faculty will provide our health professions students with the skills they 
need to find and use evidence in clinical practice and research. 

We marked the retirements of two long-serving faculty members. 
Resource sharing was a high priority of Robert Daugherty, the long-
time head of the Richard J. Daley Library’s Circulation Department who 
retired in December 2015. Throughout his career, Bob participated 
actively in state, regional and national initiatives that developed stan-
dards and practices to support robust interlibrary lending programs 
among libraries. Also retiring this past year was John Cullars. John 
helped build a strong humanities collection. John is staying active  
on campus, helping to spearhead a new emeritus faculty program.  
We are grateful to both of our colleagues for their many contributions.

We thank all of our donors — without your support we would not have 
accomplished so much in 2016. We look forward to celebrating many 
achievements with you in the years to come!

Sincerely,

Mary M. Case
University Librarian and Dean of Libraries

In memoriam
In late June we were shocked and saddened by the unexpected death of our colleague  
John Shuler. John was associate professor and government information librarian and  
liaison to the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and the School of Social Work.  
He was nationally known in the documents community, writing and speaking frequently  
on government information issues. A memorial service to honor John was held on campus  
in early October.
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Left to right: Michael Amiridis, Chancellor; Carol Norén, Jonasson estate  
co-executor; Mary M. Case, University Librarian and Dean of Libraries; Susan 
Poser, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at the entrance to  
the new Olga M. Jonasson, MD Classroom. 

New space meets needs of today’s health sciences  
students and researchers

Library of the Health Sciences-Chicago 
opening 

At the LHS-Chicago opening, Michelle Chavdar, School of Public Health, 
and Kimberly Hu, College of Medicine, commented on how the new space 
gives health sciences students an opportunity to meet one another  
outside of their colleges to work on interdisciplinary projects.

Learn more about LHS-Chicago 
at library.uic.edu.

(Continued from page 1)

Photo by A.J. Brown, courtesy of RATIO.
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A centrally located help desk staffed by librarians with expertise in  
the health sciences and campus computer center representatives 
provides a one-stop service point for reference and circulation, as  
well as technical support. 

UIC and RATIO, an architecture, planning and design firm, envisioned 
the design for the multi-functional areas with input from student  
and faculty surveys and interviews and observations about user  
preferences gleaned by library staff members.

The $5 million project also included modernizing the library’s fire  
safety and security systems and upgrading the building mechanical 
system for improved air quality and efficiency. The addition of a  
comfortable new café provides users with additional study space  
and the chance to grab a cup of coffee or a quick bite to eat.



The renovation of the Library of the Health Sciences-Chicago was  
made possible through a generous gift from the Olga Jonasson 
Fund and donor contributions matched by UIC students. 

Olga M. Jonasson, MD was a pioneering leader in the practice of medicine  
and medical education. She graduated from the University of Illinois College  

of Medicine in 1958 and had a distinguished career in surgery, with a specialization in organ transplant  
medicine. A flexible use classroom in the library is named in Jonasson’s honor and symbolizes her  
compassionate commitment to educating the medical leaders of the future. 

Jonasson’s gift also enables the library to provide subscriptions to the journals Access Surgery and  
Access Anesthesiology.

Do you know your LHS-Chicago librarian liaisons?
Librarian liaisons at the Library of the Health Sciences-Chicago partner with students and faculty within each of the UIC colleges in the health  
sciences and University of Illinois Hospital & Health Sciences System through course-integrated instruction, individualized research consulta-
tions and by acquiring and maintaining relevant library resources.

Robert Barish, Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs, and Carol Norén, Jonasson 
estate co-executor, helped celebrate the opening of the newly renovated  
library space.

Children’s Hospital, Graduate Medical Education/Residents,  
Institute for Patient Safety (IPSE), Medicine-Clinical Sciences,  
Medical Education, University of Illinois Hospital Librarian Liaison
MAUREEN CLARK (photo unavailable)
Information Services and Clinical Librarian 
Assistant Professor  
mdclark@uic.edu

Medicine-Basic Sciences, Pharmacy  
Librarian Liaison
TINA GRIFFIN
Information Services and Research  
Visiting Assistant Professor
tmcg@uic.edu

Nursing (college and hospital), Center for  
Clinical and Translational Science (CCTS)  
Librarian Liaison
REBECCA RASZEWSKI
Information Services  
Associate Professor
raszewr1@uic.edu

Public Health Librarian Liaison
ROSIE HANNEKE
Information Services and Research
Assistant Professor  
rhanneke@uic.edu

Thank you!

Dentistry, Institute for Juvenile 
Research (IJR) Librarian Liaison
ABIGAIL GOBEN
Information Services and Research  
Assistant Professor
agoben@uic.edu
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“The renovation has significantly enhanced the library by creating new spaces 
that address a growing need by users to access resources and librarian 
expertise in a technology rich environment that fosters collaboration across 
disciplines,” said Kathryn H. Carpenter, Associate University Librarian for the 
Health Sciences and Associate Dean.

Disability and Human Development,  
Occupational Therapy, Physical  
Therapy, Rehabilitation Services  
Librarian Liaison
JEANNE LINK
Information Services and Research  
Head Librarian, Assistant Professor
jlink@uic.edu



If you grew up in Chicago, it is likely that you or someone 
you know either dined at or heard tales of Don Roth’s 
Blackhawk Restaurant, known for the famed “spinning 
salad bowl.” Now researchers, foodies and anyone with an interest 
in history can access restaurant memorabilia and business-related 
records that provide a glimpse into Chicago’s past through the lens  
of the beloved family-owned restaurant business that served the com-
munity for nearly 90 years. These materials, including photographs, 
scrapbooks, recipes, publications, advertising, civic engagement 
records and other assorted artifacts, were generously donated to the 
Library’s Special Collections and University Archives this summer by 
the widow of Don Roth and former co-owner of the restaurant,  
Ann Roth. 

Otto Roth’s “The Blackhawk,” as it was originally known, was a main-
stay on Wabash Avenue in Chicago’s Loop from 1920 to 1984, serving 
up traditional supper club fare — steak and salad. In its early years,  
the restaurant was known for its rotating live musical entertainment 
line-up of big band orchestras, and it even broadcast the radio pro-
gram, “Live! From the Blackhawk!”

The Food’s the Show! 
University Library receives gift of memorabilia and records from  
legendary Don Roth’s Blackhawk Restaurant

Don Roth prepares the “spinning salad bowl” in a promotional photograph.  
Actor Buster Keaton (right) portrays one of the customers at the table.

In 1944, Don Roth inherited the restaurant from his father and by 1952 
employed his previous career experience as a theatrical booking agent 
and personal interest in travel and international cuisine to rebrand the 
business. Roth shifted the entertainment focus from music to food and 
adopted the slogan “The Food’s the Show!” In 1969, Roth opened a 
second restaurant in the northwest Chicago suburb of Wheeling, and 
named it “Don Roth’s Blackhawk Restaurant.” By incorporating  
memorabilia and recipes from the original Blackhawk with the new 
“food as entertainment” theme and special menus featuring dishes 
with an international flair, Don Roth was able to appeal to a broad range 
of customers. He led the business through a successful new phase  
until it eventually closed in 2009, six years after his death. Over the 
years, locations were added throughout downtown Chicago. In 1986, 
American Airlines began serving the signature Blackhawk menu 
including the “spinning salad bowl” to its first-class passengers on 
transcontinental flights. 

Lessons from the collection
As part of a research assistantship, Elizabeth Lalley, UIC museum  
and exhibition studies master’s degree candidate, processed the 
Blackhawk collection. In an interview with the UIC University Library  
Newsletter, Lalley shared her thoughts about the experience.

How did you process the Blackhawk collection? 

I had to look at everything and understand how it was organized when 
it was donated to us. As I looked more closely, I could make sense of 
things and understand why they were grouped together. Different 
themes emerged. The restaurant had several iterations so I started to 
see how it could be more useful to group items together by type, like 
all the menus, rather than to organize things chronologically. You also 
need to balance that by honoring the original order in which materials 
were received, as much as you can. I had to look at the big picture of 
the collection to find the connecting threads throughout. I also tried to 
keep researchers’ interests in mind. For example, the collection could 
be useful for people interested in food, the restaurant industry, public 
relations or advertising — which is a huge strength of the collection. 
Don Roth was also very philanthropic and contributed to the civic  
fabric of Chicago. He supported many different organizations, so the 
restaurant had a larger presence beyond its physical location. It was 
also a part of Chicago’s live entertainment and music history.

“The University of Illinois at Chicago Library is the only place that understood how to use and  
display our family’s 90-year collection of artifacts and memorabilia chronicling the history  
of Don Roth’s Blackhawk Restaurants. Our family is delighted UIC Special Collections clearly 
knows how to preserve and catalog our treasures and memories so they now are available  
for scholars, students and others to use. My husband, Don, would be so happy knowing his  
beloved alma mater is the final home for our Blackhawk Restaurant collection.”  

– Ann Roth, widow of Don Roth and Blackhawk Restaurant collection donor

Thank you!
to Ann Roth for her  
generous donation  
of the Blackhawk  
Restaurant collection
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What does the collection consist of? 

Artifacts, dishes, plaques, posters, photographs — a lot of framed 
things — memorabilia from the restaurant. Menus and recipe 
books. Don Roth’s publications on traveling and cuisine. Papers 
pertaining to business operations such as correspondence with 
vendors. The entire collection occupies 60 linear feet of shelf 
space.

What were the most interesting discoveries you made? 

The menus, recipe books and a script for wait staff describing the 
ingredients and methods for preparing the famous “spinning salad 
bowl” at customers’ tables. Materials relating to advertising for the 
restaurant. There were also many records relating to Don Roth’s 
business dealings that revealed a lot about the kind of employer  
he was. He hired a diverse racial and age group of male and female 
servers. He paid careful attention to training his employees and 
acknowledged their hard work with service certificates, an unusual 
practice in the restaurant industry. Don Roth enjoyed traveling 
and wrote a travel food column. Influences from around the world 
entered into his recipes for special items on the menu that were 
offered in addition to the classic steak and salad. This was one of 
the reasons the restaurant stuck around for such a long time — it 
wasn’t just about Chicago. He hosted event nights with different 
themes and offered special holiday meals. Prior to running the 
restaurant, he was a theatrical booking agent for the Lyric Opera 
and the Chicago Theatre. He would often promote a show and 
dinner package.

What did you learn from processing the collection? 

Examining an archive is a really interesting way to look at history 
because it enables you to see it unfold through the materials and 
to understand how the items relate to time and place. If you have 
time to thoroughly look at an archive that is in line with your interest, 
it will reveal connections to current life. I thought a lot about my 
cousins who are currently working in the food industry, community, 
current trends in locally sourced foods — these connections  
were surprising. 

An exhibition of Don Roth’s Blackhawk Restaurant collection  
will be held in Special Collections and University Archives at  
the Richard J. Daley Library in spring 2017.

This photo accompanies  
a press release in honor  
of the 40th anniversary 
of Don Roth’s Blackhawk 
Restaurant that reads,  
“Fleet footed Mercury had 
nothing on dancer Harold 
Lang, featured in ‘Once 
Upon a Mattress.’ When the 
star lunched at Don Roth’s 
Blackhawk, he decided  
to spin his own salad bowl 
and suggested this method 
for serving the specialty of 
the restaurant.”



Joseph Malherek, presently the 
American Historical Association’s 
J. Franklin Jameson Fellow in 
American History at the Library  
of Congress, recently completed 

research for his book manuscript, “From Bauhaus to Maxwell House: 
Émigrés and the Making of American Consumer Culture, 1933-1976,” 
using the University Library’s Institute of Design collection.

Malherek’s book project considers the role of a cohort of industrial 
designers, architects and market researchers in fashioning the post-
war consumer culture. These entrepreneurial immigrants — mostly 
German-speaking Jewish refugees who arrived in the 1930s — trans-
formed the physical and ideological landscape of postwar America  
and helped to build the consumer society. Their background in  
Bauhaus modernism, Marxian empirical social research and the  
values of social democracy were evident in the form of their work.

The story of the Institute of Design (ID) is central to this narrative.  
The ID began in 1937 as the “New Bauhaus,” a school of industrial 
design conceived by the Association of Arts and Industries in  
Chicago as the new home for the exiled artists and designers of  
the famed Bauhaus school, founded in 1919 in Weimar, Germany  
by Walter Gropius. The Institute of Design Collection at Special  
Collections and University Archives contains papers and correspon-
dence from several faculty members. The materials provide insight  
into the development of the school from its beginnings through its  
reorganizations as the School of Design and the Institute of Design, 
and finally, its merger with the Illinois Institute of Technology in the  
late 1940s. Correspondence, pamphlets, and catalogs document  
the school’s philosophy and its direction under the Hungarian László 

Moholy-Nagy, a close friend and associate of Gropius. Correspondence 
of key personalities at the Bauhaus includes Gropius, Moholy-Nagy, 
Serge Chermayeff, Buckminster Fuller, Gyorgy Kepes, Walter Paepcke  
and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe. In addition, the Library holds the papers 
of several students and teachers from the New Bauhaus/Institute of 
Design such as Robert Delson, Myron Kozman and Allen Porter.

Through his exploration of Special Collections’ Institute of Design 
collection, Malherek studied the ways in which the communitarian, 
socialist method of the German Bauhaus instruction — which denied 
individual artistic genius and sought to develop the innate talent in 
each student — was continued in Chicago by Moholy-Nagy at the ID. 
While the Bauhaus method was based in socialist ideals, it was backed 
by Chicago’s business community and brought modern design to the 
American consumer marketplace through the work of its designers.  
The relationship of socialist ideas and American capitalism is central  
to Malherek’s thesis.

“Were it not for the Short-Term Travel Fellowship, I would not have been 
able to visit the Library to conduct my research,” said Malherek. “It was 
a great experience.”

Library launches fellowship program 
The University Library granted fellowships to six scholars to further their research using the holdings of Special Collections  
and University Archives at the Richard J. Daley Library and the Library of the Health Sciences-Chicago in the inaugural year of its 
grant program. In spring 2016, three Short-Term Travel Fellowships were awarded to individuals from Canada, the United States 
and the United Kingdom. In addition, three University of Illinois at Chicago Graduate Student Fellowships were awarded to UIC  
scholars. The Short-Term Travel Fellowship gives individual researchers, teachers and writers of any nationality who live outside  
of the Chicago metropolitan area the opportunity to travel to UIC to conduct research. The UIC Graduate Student Fellowship is 
open to students who are enrolled in a graduate degree program in any discipline at UIC. 
 
Congratulations to the 2016-2017 Fellows! Visit library.uic.edu for a complete list of the awardees.

Spotlight on two fellows

Joseph Malherek, Ph.D.
Short-Term Travel Fellow
From Bauhaus to Maxwell House: Émigrés and the Making of American Consumer Culture,1933–1976

Thank you!
The UIC Graduate Student and Short-Term Travel 
Fellowships and the Richard J. Daley Leadership in 
the Public Sphere award are generously funded by 
the Richard J. Daley Collection Committee.
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Marissa Baker, a doctoral  
candidate in art history, will use 
maps and aerial photographs 
from the Library’s Special  
Collections and University  

Archives to explore the Black Arts Movement and its relationship to 
other avant-garde movements in Chicago from 1967 to 1973. 

Baker plans to draw connections among artistic practices and  
urban spaces by examining multiple site-specific mural projects and 
alternative art spaces attributed to art collectives AfriCOBRA (African 
Commune of Bad Relevant Artists) and the Chicago Mural Group  
(now Chicago Public Art Group) in the Chicago neighborhoods 
Bronzeville and Hyde Park. AfriCOBRA artists sought to carve out an 
autonomous space for black artists to develop the visual and philo-
sophical elements of a black aesthetic. The Chicago Mural Group was 
an interracial collective that developed an emerging form of public art 
in the 1970s that co-founder John Weber describes as “representing 
and working as directly as possible with the people.”

During the late 1960s and early 1970s in Chicago, the pressures of 
racial succession and urban renewal programs led to struggles over 
housing, access to city resources and real estate profits. By examining 
the built environment, including the immediate surroundings of  
specific buildings and social and business traffic patterns, Baker 
hopes to gain a clearer understanding of how murals and alternative 
art spaces fit into the neighborhoods and within the broader context  
of the sociopolitical environment. Baker will mine this historical  

information from the Library’s collection of Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps and aerial photographs from the City of Chicago Department  
of Development and Planning.

In particular, the Sanborn maps contain detailed information about 
individual buildings, many of which have been demolished, such as 
construction materials, residential occupancy, commercial spaces, 
windows and skylights. Such seemingly banal information is crucial  
to discovering how exhibitions and critique sessions could be  
coordinated in available spaces.

“Understanding the physical location, surrounding area and architec-
tural design of the murals and studio is integral to understanding the 
work created in those contexts, especially how the public would have 
interacted with the murals on a daily basis and the meanings created 
through their proximity to significant community spaces and organi-
zations,” says Baker. “The archives at the Library contain a rich visual 
documentation of Chicago’s rapidly changing built environment.  
These records will provide a richer understanding of how this  
important but often overlooked aesthetic movement was formed  
in spaces and streets that today look completely different.”

The 2017-2018 UIC Special Collections and University Archives  
Fellows Program application cycle begins in mid-November 2016. 
Further information is forthcoming on the University Library Web 
site at library.uic.edu. 

The University Library offers an annual Richard J. Daley  
Leadership in the Public Sphere Award as part of the Chicago 
Metro History Fair. The $300 award is given to the high school 
student who best uses the University Library’s Special  
Collections and University Archives resources, as determined 
by History Fair judges. A student may use any of the Special  
Collections at the Daley Library or the Library of Health  
Sciences for a project related to “leadership in the public 
sphere.” “Public sphere” encompasses public policy, public  
art, public health, public education, public opinion or  
public ownership.

Congratulations to the 2015 winners!

University of Chicago Lab School students Alex Azar,  
Else Erling, Bailey Garb, Allie Kreitman, and Hope Thomas  
won the 2015 award for their documentary, “Made for Children 
Everywhere: the Founding of Chicago’s Juvenile Justice System.”

The application process opens at the beginning of each  
academic year. Winners for this year’s cycle will be recognized 
in May 2017. Learn more at chicagohistoryfair.org.

Richard J. Daley Leadership in the Public Sphere Award for high school students

Marissa Baker
UIC Graduate Student Fellow 
The Nation Within: Chicago’s Black Arts Movement and the Figuration of Black Liberation

9library.uic.edu



Health sciences education is an area in which the University  
Library strives to provide useful, comprehensive and convenient 
information resources. In a recent ethnographic study, the Library 
joined colleagues to learn more about third-year medical students’  
information-seeking behavior by mapping their activities during a  
24-hour period.

Librarians from the University of Chicago, Rush University, Loyola  
University Chicago, Southern Illinois University, Midwestern Univer-
sity and University of Illinois at Chicago conducted “A Day in the Life” 
Mapping Project investigating students’ use of information tools and 
devices and the obstacles or challenges students encounter as they 
learn and practice medicine. Students mapped their movements for 
one entire day, narrated their experiences and interviewed with the 
project researchers.

Key findings of the study show that medical students have hectic 
schedules and would benefit from time-saving devices and convenient 
access to critical print resources such as study guides and “Pocket 
Medicine” handbooks and Library faculty expertise. They work in fast-
paced clinical settings where they require immediate, authoritative 

answers. They must pursue in-depth research in the most efficient 
ways when they are not seeing patients. Electronic medical records  
are widely used, necessitating having mobile devices at hand.

These findings have relevance for libraries:  the physical floor plans 
of libraries should place essential print resources and computers in 
quickly-accessible areas to save students’ time. Library computers 
should have preferred browsers. Medical practitioners use mobile 
devices in clinical settings – tablets, iPads and phones; libraries must 
acquire electronic resources that have optimized mobile websites and 
applications, and instruction should focus on the mobile access to 
these tools.

UIC was able to use some of the findings of the project in planning 
the renovation of the first floor of the Library of the Health Sciences- 
Chicago. A help desk staffed by the library and the campus computer 
center and banks of computers are steps from the entrance to the 
building, easing physical access for time-stressed medical students.

“A Day in the Life” Mapping Project was funded by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, National Institutes of Health, National Library of Medicine under contract 
no. HHSN-276-2011-00005C with the University of Illinois at Chicago.

The Library’s 2016 biennial survey of students indicates that  
most are satisfied with collections and services and find them  
easy to use. 

Every UIC student — undergraduate, graduate, and professional  
using any of the five University Library locations or online resources –   
received the survey during the spring 2016 semester. Questions  
measured students’ use of and satisfaction with the print and  
electronic books and journals they obtain from the Library; awareness 
of services such as interlibrary loan, online reference assistance,  
research consultations and workshops; and satisfaction with facilities.

Students asked for:
More online resources – 24%
More computers – 21%
More quiet or silent study space – 21%
More electrical outlets – 18%
More individual desks – 18%
Longer hours – 16%

Students’ responses, comments and suggestions chart the course  
for Library improvements in the next two years. Librarians will  
determine which electronic resources are in highest demand and  
continue to improve spaces in the physical library locations.   

Another goal of the survey was to investigate any correlation  
between students’ use of the Library and higher GPAs. The Library 
worked with UIC’s Office of Institutional Research to analyze  
responses according to student demographic information such as  
major, year in school and GPA. The analysis suggests that students’ 
overall use of library resources and more specifically the use of books 
have a positive relationship with GPA. Students with a GPA of 3.75 or 
above report greater use of “library resources” and books compared  
to students with a GPA between 2.750-3.749 or less than 2. 

The Library surveys faculty and students every other year to gauge 
collections needs and to determine which services or resources it 
must publicize to raise awareness. Faculty will receive the next survey 
in spring 2017.

More online resources top students’ wish list

Putting on the white coat — how students use information resources 
to learn and practice medicine

Understanding library users
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On October 21 a reception opened the new exhibit, Selling Design: 
27 Chicago Designers 1936-1991, in the Daley Library’s Special  
Collections and University Archives. Focusing on the original 
members of the 27 Chicago Designers and signature design books 
produced by the group, the exhibit charts the development of a 
collaborative approach to design, the incorporation of modernist and 
experimental practices into American design culture during the 1930s 
and 1940s and the promotion of Chicago as a center for advanced 
commercial design and advertising. In addition to the 27 Chicago 
Designers books, the exhibit highlights materials produced by various 
members from the UIC design collection and the Newberry Library.

The 27 Chicago Designers organization was dedicated to promoting 
the work of its members — illustrators, typographers, photographers 
and designers. Important founders were type designers Oswald Coo-
per and R. Hunter Middleton. More recent members include designers 
John Massey, Rick Valicenti and Arthur Paul, the first art director of 
Playboy. The exhibit celebrates the 80th anniversary of the founding  
of the 27 Chicago Designers in 1936. 

 

Special Collections and University Archives holds materials produced 
by the 27 Chicago Designers including design books published by the 
organization from 1936-1991, as well as its administrative records. 
The library holds one of the most significant design collections in 
Chicago, with materials primarily from the 20th century and also some 
from the 21st century, pertaining to the business and artistic process 
of graphic design, typography and printing, corporate branding and 
advertising design.  Some of the notable companies, individuals and 
organizations represented include the Society of Typographic Arts; 
International Design Conference in Aspen; Container Corporation of 
America; Women in Design; R. Hunter Middleton; notable African- 
American designers Charles Harrison, a product designer for Sears; 
Richmond Jones, whose clients included the American Library Associ-
ation, International Business Machines, Miller Brewing Company and 
the Illinois Central Railroad; Emmett McBain, whose clients included 
McDonald’s, Philip Morris and Coca-Cola.

The 27 Chicago Designers exhibit is co-curated by Lara Allison,  
lecturer in art history, theory and criticism at the School of the Art  
Institute of Chicago and Jack Weiss, former chairman of the 27 Chica-
go Designers and current president of the Chicago Design Archive.  
A catalog written by Allison and designed by Steve Liska accompanies 
the exhibit. A book, “27 Chicago Designers: When Art Became Design 
1936-1991,” edited by Weiss and designed by Joseph Michael Essex, 
is available for purchase for $25 at the reception desk in Special  
Collections and University Archives.  

Selling Design: 27 Chicago Designers 1936-1991 is free and  
open to the public through February 28, 2017 at the Richard J.  
Daley Library. 

Contact Special Collections and University Archives  
at (312) 996-2742.

If you are part of a special group interested in attending a 
presentation about the exhibit given by expert library faculty, 
call to learn more and schedule an appointment.

If you are a designer or member of a professional design 
organization and interested in donating your papers to UIC, 
please contact us. 

Selling Design: 27 Chicago Designers 
1936-1991 exhibit now open

Thank you! The Chicago Design Archive donated a 65” digital screen to Special Collections and  
University Archives in celebration of the 27 Chicago Designers. 

The screen currently displays a presentation including work by each member of the 27 Chicago Designers,  
a flip book animation created by Erin Borreson and an homage to the 27 Chicago Designers produced by 
Chris Blake. The screen will remain in Special Collections and University Archives for use in future exhibitions.
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The University Library is among the first colleges at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago to redesign its Web site in accordance with 
updated visual identity standards adopted by the University in 2015. 
The Library’s new fully-responsive site not only makes accessing 
information on the go convenient via laptop, tablet or phone, but is also 
100% compliant with accessibility standards for a wide range of peo-
ple with vision, hearing, cognitive, movement and speech disabilities.

The new Web site design makes it simple for undergraduates to  
quickly find the information they need. Enhancements to the site  
include streamlined navigation, a new comprehensive “Help” section,  
a current listing of Library hours on the homepage and easier access  
to the popular Chat with a Librarian service where users can access  
librarians online in real-time. During the discovery phase of the  
redesign project, usability testing revealed how the Library fits into  
the lives of one of its largest user groups — students. Test results 
 

not only identified the resources and services that are most important 
to students, but also their preferences on how to access them. Library 
faculty also participated in interviews and shared details about the 
methods they use to assist and teach students working on research 
assignments. Later, as part of the design phase, students across the 
University Library system lent their voices again when they engaged 
in participatory design activities. These activities went a long way  
to inform the redesign process. 

Improvements to the Library Web site are ongoing, with plans to  
improve search capabilities and resources high on the priority list.  
A new “Google style” search function that would yield search results 
from the Web site and all of the Library’s resources is slated for 2017.

Are you on a tight deadline? Get help at  
library.uic.edu!

New Web site makes info easy to access
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